
THE PEOPLE OF KASHMIR ARE IN THE GRIP
OF STATE TERROR IMPOSED BY THE INDIAN

STATE - A HUMAN RIGHTS CRISIS OF
MASSIVE PROPORTIONS IS UNFOLDING

BEHIND A COMMUNICATIONS BLOCKADE.

What is happening?

 

The United Nations has recognized Kashmir as a disputed territory since 1947. On August 5, the Indian government took
steps to unilaterally override Kashmir’s status under international law. Through a presidential order, the government (1)

removed the autonomy Kashmir has under India’s Constitution (“Article 370”) (2) demoted Kashmir from a state to a
union territory to place it under direct rule by the central government and (3) eliminated the “state subject” protections

(“Article 35A”) which included restrictions on land ownership and access to state government jobs to people who
qualified as “state subjects”.

In preparation, India heightened its already considerable repression in Kashmir. Tens of thousands of additional troops
were deployed in what is already the world's most intensely militarized zone. The Indian state has taken over schools

and mosques, arrested activists, journalists and human rights defenders and political leaders across the political
spectrum.

People in Jammu & Kashmir have had no access to landlines, cellphones, radio, internet or newspapers since Monday, &
have been unable to communicate with each other or with anyone (including family members) outside of the state.

Access to cash, food and medical supplies is also compromised amidst a strict curfew.

Historical Background
In 1947, the British decided to grant independence to their former colonies in South Asia, creating Hindu majority

India and Muslim majority Pakistan. Kashmir, a Muslim majority region, was ruled by a Hindu king, who was given the
choice of which country he wanted to join. Before he could decide, a rebellion against his rule took place, with tribal

groups from Pakistan coming to support Kashmir’s Muslims. The king appealed to India for military assistance, and its
leadership agreed upon the condition that the king would accede to India. War broke out between India and Pakistan,

resulting in one-third of Kashmir under Pakistani control and two-thirds under Indian control.
Multiple UN resolutions over the years have called for a plebiscite and a right to self-determination in Kashmir. India

has never allowed one to take place. 
Kashmiris have endured three decades of brutal and cumulative state violence including extrajudicial killings, enforced
disappearances, sexual violence, mass graves, torture and indefinite detention. The impunity with which this violence

was perpetrated was underwritten by laws such as the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) which guaranteed
Indian army personnel in Kashmir immunity from prosecution. UN human rights reports on Kashmir in 2018 and

2019 called for an end to Indian impunity, demilitarisation, an independent international Commission of Inquiry, and
self-determination for the people of Kashmir. 

Kashmiris have consistently resisted Indian occupation and remained steadfast in their demand for self-determination,
through both peaceful and militant means.

What is at stake in India's move?
Through these actions, India is sending a very clear message to Kashmiris and to the world - it will no longer

bother to pretend that Kashmir has been anything but an occupied land, and will take by force what it has been
unable to engineer for 72 years.

It is also the beginnings of a settler colonial project in Kashmir, one similar to Israel’s in the Palestinian territories.
The Hindu nationalist ruling party in India can set in motion its long-term plan to populate the region with
enough Hindu settlements to make the current Muslim majority’s political aspirations for freedom obsolete.

The intent here is to change the demographics of Kashmir from a Muslim-majority state to one that has a Hindu
majority - a process which could entail ethnic cleansing.

PLEASE
#STANDWITHKASHMIR &
AGAINST OCCUPATION,
AUTHORITARIANISM, &

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

@standwkashmir

@standwkashmir

*Visit standwithkashmir.org 
for more*
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