
Thank you for joining us today. Let me begin with our traditional 

greeting of May peace be with you, ASAK. Peace be with our great 

nation, which is a beacon of democracy, human rights, and the rule of 

law.  

 

We are here today because of what has happened in Kashmir this 

week. If you are here that means you have read the news. 

 

But before I go into details regarding Kashmir, let us all remember and 

pray for the innocent lives that were taken in El Paso and Dayton. Pray 

for them and their families and everyone that is impacted, including us.  

 

That the Indian government ordered all tourists, pilgrims, and students 

to leave and then imposed a curfew, and then cut all landlines cell 

phones and internet connections for the millions of ppl who live in 

Kashmir. They added more than 30,000 more troops on top of the 750K 

already present.  

 

And why? 

 

It was a naked and undemocratic grab for power. 

 

You see The United Nations recognizes Kashmir as a disputed territory. 

And India was a party to this decision. 

 

Since 1947 the Kashmiri people have been calling for the right to vote 

on their political destiny. To decide if they should be part of India 

Pakistan or their own country.  

 



Under India’s own law, Kashmir always had a semi-autonomous status. 

It was enshrined in Article 370 of the Indian constitution. 

 

Since 1989 the Kashmiri people have been taking to the streets, and yes 

even taking up arms sometimes, to demand that India give them the 

right to that vote. The rights enshrined in numerous UN resolutions. 

 

Kashmir is the most heavily militarized part of the world, and Indian law 

shields the Indian military from prosecution for crimes against civilians. 

Over 100,000 Kashmiris have died for the dream of democracy. Reports 

by the UN and international human rights groups have documented the 

extrajudicial killings, sexual violence, torture, and indefinite detentions 

that Kashmiris are subjected to on a regular basis. 

 

India has been better. India should be better. War does not yield 

prosperity. They take precious resources away from human 

development for all.  

 

We call for an immediate lifting of siege on J&K.  We demand 

immediate revocation of communication gag on the people of J&K 

 

All of us are pained at the division of our homeland and we pledge that 

we stand united in this time of trial are crisis.  We will resist any 

attempt made to divide us on ethnic, religious, cultural and communal 

lines. 

 

So thank you for being with us today to stand with Kashmir. To stand 

against occupation authoritarianism and human rights abuses. 


